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Racial Justice Resources 
 
In light of the ongoing existence of racial injustice and division, we long for Jesus to help us learn, 
change, and contribute to the battle against racism in meaningful ways. We affirm that the unity of the 
beautifully diverse collection of human tribes in Jesus is a central theme across the Bible, as is God’s 
passion for seeing His people pursue justice--tangibly expressing His love in the world. There's no 
mistaking that these pursuits will require significant grace-driven effort from our community over the 
long haul. In the short-term, we offer this curated list of good resources to help us engage these 
conversations (in addition to our Unique & Unified teaching series). No one is expected to look at all 
of these (and there are countless worthy ones not on this list), but we hope some of them will be 
helpful. 
 

ARTICLES 
 

• “A Biblical Critique of Secular Justice and Critical Theory” by Tim Keller 

• “Bleeding Albina: A History of Community Divestment, 1940-2000” by Karen J. Gibson  

• “George Floyd and Me” by Shai Linne 

• “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King, Jr. 

• “Race, Gospel, and Justice: An Interview with Esau McCaulley” by Ed Stetzer 

• “The Racist History of Portland, the Whitest City in America” by Alana Semuels 

• “Reflections on Black Lives” by Carl Ellis, Jr. 

• “Social Justice, Critical Race Theory, Marxism, and Biblical Ethics” by Kelly Hamren 

• “Walking While Black” by Garnette Cagodan 
 

VIDEOS 
 

• “A Biblical Response to Racial Injustice” free recorded webinar from Western Seminary 
featuring CJ Quartlbaum 

• “COVID, Conspiracy, and Another Dead Negro” video from Civil Righteousness featuring 
Jonathan Tremaine Thomas 

• “Justice” video from BibleProject 

• “Race & Reconciliation: Seeking God’s Perspective” video series featuring Thomas Terry and 
Ryan Lister (Trinity Church of Portland), Vergil Brown (Redemption Church), and Michael 
Lawrence (Hinson Baptist Church). 

• “Race in America” video from Holy Post featuring Phil Vischer 

• “Standing for the Gospel Against Racial Injustice” video from Imago Dei Community featuring 
Mike Dean, Michelle Jones, and Rick McKinley 

• “Steps Toward Reconciliation” video featuring Ryan Kwon and Leonce Crump. 
 

FILMS 
 

• "13th” directed by Ava DuVernay 

• “I Am Not Your Negro” directed by Raoul Peck 

• “Just Mercy” directed by Destin Daniel Cretton 
 

 
BOOKS 

 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeF9GPvZNFAmb2gAIXzOB4gyAOzCnLNDy
https://quarterly.gospelinlife.com/a-biblical-critique-of-secular-justice-and-critical-theory/
http://kingneighborhood.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/BLEEDING-ALBINA_-A-HISTORY-OF-COMMUNITY-DISINVESTMENT-1940%E2%80%932000.pdf
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/george-floyd-and-me/
https://www.africa.upenn.edu/Articles_Gen/Letter_Birmingham.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/june/race-in-america-interview-with-esau-mccaulley-part-one.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/07/racist-history-portland/492035/
http://drcarlellisjr.blogspot.com/2016/07/reflections-on-black-lives.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/june/reflections-from-christian-scholar-on-social-justice-critic.html
https://lithub.com/walking-while-black/
https://cldwestern.pathwright.com/library/webinar-a-biblical-response-to-racial-injustice/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xi1e98gi4K0&feature=youtu.be
https://bibleproject.com/explore/justice/
https://www.trinityportland.com/raceandreconciliation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AGUwcs9qJXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7XokNfyhtiU&list=PL-FJpI_Wb75fi6iwu3-3zwKPwXsSjchrv&index=3&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YWv3LtMiA8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.netflix.com/title/80091741
http://www.iamnotyournegrofilm.com/
https://www.justmercyfilm.com/


Each of these books is written from a Christian worldview and addresses at least one particularly 
important part of the overall conversation about racial justice. Of course, you might find elements of 
each book that you disagree with, but they are all good examples of thoughtful, orthodox Christian 
reflection on their particular subjects. 
 

• “Be The Bridge” by Latasha Morrison – Morrison tackles the big question of “How might we 
pursue racial reconciliation?” by walking readers through a process of lamenting, confessing, 
and pursuing restorative reconciliation.  

• “The Color of Compromise” by Jemar Tisby – In this challenging read, Tisby walks the reader 
through a brief history of the American church’s complicity with racism.  

• “Divided by Faith” by Christian Smith and Michael Emerson – The result of conducting over 
2000 surveys and 200 interviews, the book unpacks the extent of and the reasons behind 
racial segregation in the American church. 

• “Ending Overcriminalization and Mass Incarceration” by Anthony B. Bradley – A Christian 
engagement with ideas related to overcriminalization, over-sentencing, mass incarceration and 
some constructive ideas for change. 

• “From Every People and Nation” by J. Daniel Hays – A biblical theology of race and ethnicity 
that traces the theme through the whole story of Scripture, culminating in God’s establishment 
of a worshipping community from every nation, tribe, people, and language. 

• “Heal Us, Emmanuel” edited by Doug Serven – A collection of 30 essays written by leaders in 
the Presbyterian Church in America reflecting on failures and hopes for racial reconciliation in 
the denomination and beyond in light of the gospel. 

• “Just Mercy” by Bryan Stevenson – A memoir focusing on Stevenson’s work with the Equal 
Justice Initiative and the particulars of an early case he worked that profoundly impacted his 
understanding of the American criminal justice system and the nature of true justice. 

• “Let Justice Roll Down” by John M. Perkins – A victim himself of profound racial injustice, 
Perkins tells his story of pursuing Jesus and justice with uncommon determination, and lasting 
hope for real transformation in Christ. 

• “Race and Place” by David Leong – Leong walks us through the impact geography and racist 
practices like redlining have had on race relationships in the US and offers constructive ideas 
for how to pursue reconciliation despite these barriers. 

• “Reading While Black” by Esau McCaulley – Powerful and timely reflections on being black 
and Christian and the power of black biblical interpretation. 

• “Rethinking Incarceration” by Dominique DuBois Gilliard – Another look at mass incarceration, 
some of the policies that have led to it, and a Christian response. 

 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

 

• “When God Made You” by Matthew Paul Turner & David Catrow (ages 3-7) 

• “God's Very Good Idea” by Trillia Newbell & Catalina Echeverri (ages 4-8) 

• “One Big Heart” by Linsey Davis & Lucy Fleming (ages 4-8) 

• “God Made Me and You” by Shai Linne & Trish Mahoney (ages 4-11) 

• “The Gospel in Color” by Curtis Woods, Jarvis Williams & Rommel Ruiz (ages 6+) 

• “I Have a Dream” by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. & Kadir Nelson (ages 7+) 
 

ORGANIZATIONS 
 
There are countless organizations doing incredibly important work for racial justice around our city 
and country. Here are a few that we feel are particularly worth your time and money if you feel 
compelled to give.  
 

https://www.amazon.com/Be-Bridge-Pursuing-Racial-Reconciliation/dp/0525652884/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=be+the+bridge&qid=1592462387&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Color-Compromise-American-Churchs-Complicity/dp/0310113601/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+color+of+compromise&qid=1592462429&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Divided-Faith-Evangelical-Religion-Problem-ebook/dp/B000SHYQZU/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=divided+by+faith&qid=1593730200&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ending-Overcriminalization-Mass-Incarceration-Society/dp/1108446299/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=incarceration+bradley&qid=1595439160&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Every-People-Nation-Biblical-Theology-ebook/dp/B01D8W4HXC/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=from+every+people+and+nation&qid=1592462450&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Heal-Us-Emmanuel-Reconciliation-Representation/dp/099739840X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=heal+us%2C+emmanuel&qid=1592462473&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Story-Justice-Redemption/dp/081298496X/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=just+mercy&qid=1592462490&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Justice-Roll-Down-John-Perkins/dp/0801018153/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=let+justice+roll+down&qid=1592749002&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Race-Place-Geography-Journey-Reconciliation/dp/0830841342/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=race+and+place&qid=1592942293&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Reading-While-Black-American-Interpretation/dp/083085486X
https://www.amazon.com/Rethinking-Incarceration-Advocating-Justice-Restores/dp/0830845291/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=rethinking+incarceration&qid=1592850790&s=books&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExSVpCVVRXSUVGOEpBJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMTM1MjUzMzY2WEJJNzlMWU1MUSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwNjI4OTMyMUhZT05VNElBNU9FRSZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://doorofhopene.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b81822afc7e6aa081fd771fef&id=28d2e6444b&e=63e7f8c61b
https://doorofhopene.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b81822afc7e6aa081fd771fef&id=344fada5be&e=63e7f8c61b
https://doorofhopene.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b81822afc7e6aa081fd771fef&id=278f2991c3&e=63e7f8c61b
https://doorofhopene.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b81822afc7e6aa081fd771fef&id=9af78bd128&e=63e7f8c61b
https://doorofhopene.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b81822afc7e6aa081fd771fef&id=4a9eb6ef53&e=63e7f8c61b
https://doorofhopene.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b81822afc7e6aa081fd771fef&id=e4136ba7b8&e=63e7f8c61b


• Know Me Now 

• The Northwest Church Relief Fund 

• Equal Justice Initiative 

• Be The Bridge 
 

https://knowmenow.org/
https://mygiving.secure.force.com/GXDonateNow?id=a0U0H00000YqW93UAF
https://eji.org/
https://bethebridge.com/

